
Page 1 of 7                                        Canandaigua Drainage Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes—DRAFT #1                             June 12, 2018 
 
 

Page 1 of 7 

Town of Canandaigua 
5440 Routes 5 & 20 West 

Canandaigua, New York 14424 
 

DRAINAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Established October 16, 2017 

 
TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2018, 11:00 A.M. 

 
MINUTES—DRAFT #1 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Meeting Called by:   Charles Oyler, Chairperson 
 
Committee Members Present: Richard Krebs 

Kathy Page 
 
Town Representatives:  James Fletcher, Town Highway Superintendent 
     Greg Hotaling, MRB Group, D.P.C. 

Chris Jensen, Town Code Enforcement Officer 
Stephen Schultz, MRB Group, D.P.C. 

 
Guests: Gary Humes, 4960 Hillcrest Drive 
 Joyce Kowba, 4939 Hillcrest Drive 
 Alfred Puchebner, 4970 Hillcrest Drive 
 John and Joanne Ryan, 5140 Laura Lane 
 Peg Thorne, 4970 Hillcrest Drive 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER BY THE CHAIR 
 
 Mr. Oyler called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MAY 22, 2018 
 

The minutes of the May 22, 2018, meeting were approved as submitted and amended. 
The minutes will be posted upon the Drainage Advisory Committee web page and will be 
distributed to the Town Board members and Town staff via e-mail. 
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3. HILLCREST DRIVE DRAINAGE 
 

Attending: Gary Humes, 4960 Hillcrest Drive; Joyce Kowba, 4939 Hillcrest Drive; 
Alfred Puchebner and Peg Thorne, 4970 Hillcrest Drive 

  
Mr. Schultz and Mr. Hotaling: Reviewed the revised plan for the installation of a 15-inch-
diameter 223-foot-long drainage pipe to run along the top of the bank on the property of 
Greg Novak (4969 Hillcrest Drive) leading to the outfall into an existing swale just south 
of an existing cross pipe. This was the preferred alternative selected by the Committee 
and the residents at the previous meeting on May 22, 2018. 
 
Mr. Oyler: Asked about the feasibility of the project. Mr. Fletcher said that the project is 
feasible. He said that the acquisition of the required access easements on private property 
will be necessary. 
 
Mr. Hotaling: Said that it must be understood that the catch basin proposed for instal-
lation must be kept clear and free of leaves and other debris. Mr. Schultz noted that the 
catch basin would be in a location which is not easily visible from the road. 
 
Mr. Oyler: Will send an electronic PDF file of the plan to Mr. Humes for forwarding to 
the residents on Hillcrest Drive. Mr. Schultz will amend the drawing to include the loca-
tion of a proposed 20-foot easement on both sides of the drainage pipe. Mr. Hotaling 
noted that installation of an optional drainage pipe extension also would be shown on the 
amended drawing. (See attachment) 
 
Mr. Oyler: The project will require acquisition of the required easements on private prop-
erty (the Novak property) for the installation and maintenance of the drainage system. 
 
Mr. Humes: Asked about the timeline and funding of the project. Mr. Hotaling explained 
that the Drainage Advisory Committee would submit the project as a recommendation to 
the Town Board following approval of the final plan by the Hillcrest Drive Homeowners’ 
Association. Mr. Fletcher said that the project estimate is approximately $10,000 for 
Town staff time plus the cost of the optional drainage pipe. Mr. Oyler said that the Town 
Board would be requested to approve funding from either the existing drainage district or 
from the Town general fund. He said that there would no special assessment upon the 
property owners. 
 
Mr. Humes: Said that he will forward the plan to the residents and the Homeowners’ As-
sociation for review and approval. He said that he also would request that Mr. Novak 
review the plan. 
 
Mr. Humes: Asked if representatives from MRB Group would be available to meet with 
residents at a meeting of the Homeowners’ Association. Mr. Hotaling said that they 
would be available. 
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Mr. Oyler: Noted that funding and acquisition of the required easements would follow 
approval of the plan by the Homeowners’ Association and the Town Board. 

 
 
4. TOWN OPEN HOUSE AND DISPLAYS 
 

The Drainage Advisory Committee will have a table display at the Town and Highway 
Garage Open House on Saturday, June 16, 2018, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 
Ms. Page: Will coordinate the Drainage Advisory Committee information table at which 
a sign-up sheet will be provided for residents to report drainage issues on their properties. 
 
Mr. Jensen: Prepared 24-inch x 36-inch maps for the display, i.e., a map depicting the 
locations of reported drainage concerns and a flood hazard/wetland delineation (environ-
mental resources) map. 
 
(See attachment) 
 
Ms. Page expressed concern that the Committee’s work is to benefit all property owners 
in the Town and not solely those property owners who reside in established drainage dis-
tricts. Following several revisions by Committee members and Town staff via e-mail 
prior to the meeting, the following legend will appear as the heading of the Committee 
information table: 
 

Drainage Advisory Committee 
 
The Town of Canandaigua Drainage Advisory Committee was established 
in October 2017 in order to address drainage issues throughout the Town 
and to  provide a mechanism for people to share concerns relating to 
stormwater drainage. 
 
The Town Board wishes to understand the options with existing drainage 
districts and to explore opportunities for greater efficiency associated with 
special drainage districts, inventory existing facilities, possible funding 
sources and other mechanisms associated with overall storm event drain-
age mitigation. 

 
Mr. Jensen: Will send the final PDF files of the maps to Canandaigua Quick Print on 
South Main Street, Canandaigua, N.Y., for output. Mr. Fletcher will arrange for pick-up 
of the maps on Thursday (June 14, 2018). Ms. Page will pick up the maps at the Develop-
ment Office and mount them onto frames for the display. 
 
(See attachment) 
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5. UPDATE ON FINGER LAKES COMMUNITY COLLEGE PROJECT 
 

Mr. Oyler: Acknowledged the Town Manager’s receipt of a letter (with accompanying 
photographs) dated March 28, 2018, from Terence L. Robinson Jr., legal counsel for Paul 
Murphy and his mother Judy Murphy, owners of property at 3458 Sandy Cove, regarding 
flooding on the properties of homeowners along Sandy Cove, Sandy Beach Drive and 
Poplar Beach. The letter was sent to Robert K. Nye, Ph.D., President of Finger Lakes 
Community College; Canandaigua Supervisor Gregory Westbrook; and Kevin Olvany, 
Program Manager of the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council. 
 
Mr. Oyler: Also acknowledged the Town Manager’s receipt of a response to Mr. Robin-
son’s letter dated May 25, 2018, from Meghan E. Maslyn, Assistant Ontario County 
Attorney; and a copy of the Finger Lakes Community College Area Storm Water 
Management Study prepared in August 2006 by Larsen Engineers of Rochester, N.Y., 
from the Ontario County Planning Department, to which Ms. Maslyn refers in her re-
sponse letter. 
 
(See attachment) 
 

 
6. DRAINAGE ISSUES: LAURA LANE 
 

Attending: John and Joanne Ryan, 5140 Laura Lane 
 
Mr. Ryan: Said that he has lived on Laura Lane for 34 years, that his backyard has always 
been wet during certain times of the year, but that water has been encroaching closer to 
his and other homes on the north side of Laura Lane during the past three or four years. 
He asked about solutions to relieving the standing water in the backyards. 
 
Mr. Ryan: Noted that RG&E occasionally clears the property in the backyards along the 
utility lines and suggested that perhaps the drainage path may have become clogged by 
the debris left behind. Mr. Oyler asked if RG&E removes the brush which is cut. Mr. 
Ryan said that RG&E does not remove the brush and that residents often clean it out 
themselves. 
 
Mr. Jensen: Reviewed the path of an existing water course in the vicinity of the back-
yards of the homes. He noted that it often meanders out of its banks. He said that a long-
term solution would be to install a drainage swale along the backyards of all the affected 
properties, but this could be difficult because the stream is a New York State classified 
wetland. Mr. Jensen also explained that the entire easement along the backyards of the 
homes is on City of Canandaigua property. Approvals to enter private property and 
permission from the utility company would be required to create a new swale. 
 
Mr. Oyler: Suggested that the Committee conduct a site visit to view the properties, as 
follows: 
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• SITE VISIT: Monday, June 25, 2018, 6:30 p.m., 5140 Laura Lane 
 
Ms. Ryan: Said that she would publicize the site visit on the Laura Lane social media 
web page to invite residents to attend. 

 
 
7. REPLACEMENT OF CULVERTS ON COUNTY ROAD 16 
 

Mr. Fletcher: Reported that Ontario County has notified the Town via a “Call Before You 
Dig” message of plans to replace metal Culvert #44 and metal Culvert #47 on County 
Road 16 with PVC culverts of the same diameter. 
 
Mr. Oyler: Since work has now begun on the cross pipes, he will consider contacting 
Timothy McElligott, P.E., of the Ontario County Department of Public Works, for an 
update on the County’s drainage-improvement plans on County Road 16. 
 

 
8. DAVID BORKHOLDER DRAINAGE ISSUES: 4752 COUNTY ROAD 16 
 

Mr. Oyler: Reported that the drainage system in the vicinity of Mr. Borkholder’s home on 
County Road 16 is working well and is expected to continue to work well on the condi-
tion that the grower’s field above County Road 16 remains as currently planted and that 
the grower does not revert the field to a row crop.  
 
Mr. Oyler: Discussed a comment by Mr. Olvany at the previous meeting in which Mr. 
Olvany suggested that a cooperative effort by the landowner, the Town and the County to 
pursue the purchase of an easement on the steep slope area may be an appropriate initia-
tive to seek a permanent solution to the drainage concerns in this area. It was not known 
at this time if Mr. Olvany has pursued this initiative with the landowner. 
 
Mr. Oyler: Acknowledged receipt of an e-mail from Mr. Borkholder who thanked the 
Committee for its time in reviewing his drainage concerns. 

 
 

9. SPREADSHEET OF DRAINAGE ISSUE LOCATIONS AND PROJECT STATUS 
 

Mr. Oyler: Acknowledged receipt of the spreadsheet of drainage issue locations and 
project status from Mr. Jensen. Mr. Oyler will update the spreadsheet and return the file 
to Mr. Jensen. 
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10. NEXT STEPS 
 
 a. Site Visit: Monday, June 25, 2018, 6:30 p.m., 5140 Laura Lane 
 

b. Future discussion to be determined: Consolidated Town-wide Drainage District 
with the Town Manager and possibly Town Attorney Christian Nadler. 

 
11. NEXT MEETINGS AND ADJOURNMENT 
 

The next meeting of the committee will be: 
 

Tuesday, June 26, 2018  11:00 a.m. Canandaigua Town Hall 
       (Center Conference Room, 

First Floor) 
 

Subsequent meetings will be: 
 

Tuesday, July 10, 2018  11:00 a.m. Canandaigua Town Hall 
Tuesday, July 24, 2018  11:00 a.m. Canandaigua Town Hall 
Tuesday, August 14, 2018  11:00 a.m. Canandaigua Town Hall 
Tuesday, August 28, 2018  11:00 a.m. Canandaigua Town Hall 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
___________________________________________ L.S. 
John M. Robortella 
 
 
Attachments (one PDF file containing the following items): 
 

• Updated Plan: Hillcrest Drive Drainage Improvements from MRB Group 
 
• Drainage Advisory Committee maps and materials for Town Open House 

 
• Letter and photographs: Terence L. Robinson Jr., re: Sandy Cove, Sandy Beach Drive, 

Poplar Beach drainage issues 
 

• Letter: Ontario County Attorney Meghan E. Maslyn response 
 

• Study: Finger Lakes Community College Area Storm Water Management Study prepared 
in August 2006 by Larsen Engineers of Rochester, N.Y. 
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E-mail distribution: 
 
Krebs, Richard 
Oyler, Charles 
Page, Kathy 
 
cc. to: 
 
Amon, Michelle 
Bloom, Tina 
Brabant, Lance 
Chrisman, Jean 
Cooper, Eric 
Davis, Gary 
Dworaczyk, Linda 
Fennelly, Terry 
Finch, Doug 
Fletcher, Jim 
Hotaling, Greg 
Jensen, Chris 
Marthaller, Joyce 
McCumiskey, Kaitlynn 
Olvany, Kevin 
Reynolds, Kevin 
Reynolds, Sarah 
Schwartz, Tom 
Westbrook, Greg 
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DRAINAGE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 

 

Purpose 
 

The Town of Canandaigua Drainage Advisory Committee was established in 
October 2017 in order to address drainage issues throughout the Town and to 

provide a mechanism for people to share concerns relating to stormwater 
drainage. 

The Town Board wishes to understand the options with existing drainage 
districts and to explore opportunities for greater efficiency associated with 

special drainage districts, inventory existing facilities, possible funding sources 
and other mechanisms associated with overall storm event drainage mitigation. 
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