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Thank you so much for inviting me here to speak today during 

Wreaths Across America.  I’m very proud to be here representing the 

Town of Canandaigua and Assemblyman Jeff Gallahan.   

And I know we are all freezing so I’ll try to be brief! 

 

Last year was my first year experiencing Wreaths Across America.  I 

assumed I’d simply be coming to an event to show support for the 

hard work and dedication of our Town Cemetery Committee.  But the 

ceremony was so much more meaningful than that.   

 

As the daughter an Army veteran, last year's ceremony was extremely 

moving to me. Like every person called to serve, my dad served his 

country and his community, but we never took the time to really 

understand that sacrifice during his lifetime. 

Dad passed away unexpectedly in 2018 taking many of his 

experiences with him. But as they say, everyone dies twice, first when 

they stop breathing and again the last time someone speaks their 

name. 

Wreaths Across America gives all of us the honor of speaking the 

name of the heroes who lived and died in our community.  Through 

this service, we ensure that we take time to focus on the sacrifices 

made by our veterans and their families, keeping their memory alive 

forever.  Sharing their names is a true honor and privilege for each of 

us here today.  

 

This event opens a special place in my heart and the hearts of so 

many here.  Wreaths Across America keeps our heroes alive, for a 

moment, in the thoughts of a truly grateful community. 

Thank you all for your hard work organizing and supporting this event 

and thank you to our veterans, without whom none of us could stand 

here in freedom today. 
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