
TESTS FOR GRANTING AREA VARIANCES 

BE VERY SPECIFIC WHEN ANSWERING THESE QUESTIONS 

"Area variance" shall mean the authorization by the Zoning Board of Appeals for the use of land in a manner which is 
not allowed by the dimensional or physical requirements of the applicable zoning regulations. 
(Town Law Section 267, subsection l.(b)). 

In deciding whether to grant an area variance, the Zoning Board of Appeals takes into consideration the benefit to the 
applicant if the variance is granted, as weighed against the detriment to the health, safety, and welfare of the 
neighborhood or community. (Town Law Section 267-b, subsection 3.(b)), 

To enable the Zoning Board of Appeals to grant an area variance, the applicant must present substantial evidence 
concerning the following topics by providing supporting evidence for each. Attach additional sheets if necessary. 

(1) Whether an undesirable change will be produced in the character of the neighborhood or a detriment to nearby 
properties will be created by the granting of the area variance. 

(2) Whether the benefit sought by the applicant can be achieved by some method, feasible for the applicant to pursue. 
other than an area variance. 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

------------------··"-···- -------------------

Whether the requested area variance is substantial. 

Whether the proposed variance will have an adverse effect or impact on the physical or environmental conditions 
in the neighborhood or district. 

Whether the alleged difficulty was self-created, which consideration shall be relevant to the decision of the ZBA, 
but shall not necessarily preclude the granting of the area variance. 
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Tests for Granting Area Variances 

Navickas 5692 Bunnell Rd, Canandaigua, NY 14424 

1) The house expansion and garage addition will not be a detriment to the neighborhood. Bunnell 
Road is a dead-end street off of Rt21, the intent of this project is to improve the existing 
property and benefit the neighborhood. Other homes on the street also have garages, both 
attached and detached. 

2) The existing home is very close to a hill with an extremely steep slope with over 31% grade, see 
attached Percent Slope map from ONCOR. There is not enough room to place the garage behind 
the house as it would take up the entire backyard and require extensive excavation into the hill. 
The house cannot be placed in the North side of the house as the septic and leach field cannot 
be driven over. There is no other location to place the garage addition except at the top of the 
existing driveway. 

3) We are asking for a variance to reduce the side setback from 40 feet to 20 feet. This is not 
considered a substantial difference. 

4) The garage and house expansion are architect designed to be esthetically pleasing so as to 
improve the property. The property is located on a dead-end street and not a main road. 

5) The difficulty we face is not self-created. We looked at all options topographically and the 
location chosen is the best option. Therefore, the requested variance is required in order to 
build the addition. 

L _ 



M
y M

ap 

... 
400.0 

0 
200.00 

C
 O

ntario County. New York 
1: 2,400 

• 

f I 
I 

Legend 

• 
A

ddress P
oints 

Tax P
arcels 

-+ 
R

ailroads 
S

tream
s 

C
 

M
unicipal B

oundaries 

Finger Lakes R
egion 

D
etailed S

treets 

IE 
I 

I 
-

lntentafa 

_. BUNNELL RO 

.. 
This m

ap and lnfoonatlon Is provided AS IS and O
ntarlo County m

akes no w
am

intles 
or guaninlee1, axpAISlad for lm

pllad, Including w
arrantln of tile. non-Jn!rfngem

ent. 
m

erchantabHlty and that of fttnoss fo, a particular porpose ooncem
lng this m

ap Iha 
Inform

ation herein. User U
1um

es all risks and responslbillty for detennlntng w
hether 

this m
ap Is sufficient for purposes Intended. 

-
state or U

S
 R

outes 

C
ounty R

oeds 

Local Pubic R
oeds 

P
rivata R

oeds 

P
ercent S

lope 
Little or no slope: O

 -3%
 gradient 

G
entle slope: 4 • 9%

 gradient 

M
oderate slope: 10 • 15%

 gradient 

slope: 16 • 30%
 gradient 

ExlremelY 
slope: 31 • 60%

 gr 

E
xcessively -

p
 slope: >60%

 gra, 

S
outhw

est Q
uadrant 

Red: 
Band_1 

0
.-

: Band_2 

Blue: 
Band_3 

S
outheast Q

uadrant 

11/11/2021 

N
otes 



Instructions for Completing 

Short Environmental Assessment Form 
Part I - Project Information 

Part I -Project Information. The applicant or project sponsor is responsible for the completion of Part 1. Responses become part of the 
application for approval or funding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification. Complete Part I based on 
information currently available. If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully respond to any item, please answer as 
thoroughly as possible based on current information. · 

Complete all items in Part 1. You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by or useful to the 
lead agency; attach additional pages as necessary to supplement any item. 

Part 1- Project and Sponsor Information 

Name of Action or Project: 6ct0 JVu J\,LU,d,o~ 

Name of Applicant or Sponsor: Telephone: -:J) -3Zfi-t?Z3 

City/PO:~~ Stai;J Zip/~t?__c.f 

YES 1. Does the proposed action on y involve the legislative adoption ofa plan, local law, ordinance, NO 
administrative rule, or regulation? f----+-----1 

If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the environmental resources that d 
may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2. Ifno, continue to question 2. l)i{>J 

YES 2. Does the proposed action require a permit, approval or funding from any other government Agency? NO 
If Yes, list agency(s) name and permit or approval: 

3. a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action? 
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed? 
c. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous properties) owned 

or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor? 

o.oJA acres 
Q, 034 __ acres 

0. 0 2 YLJ acres 

4. Check all land uses that occur on, are adjoining or near the proposed action: 
5. D Urban Rural (non-agriculture) 0 Industrial O Commercial 129 Residential (suburban) 

-~ Forest O Agriculture 

0 Parkland 

0 Aquatic Other(Specify): 
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5. Is the proposed action, 
NO YES NIA 

a. A pennitted use under the zoning regulations? 5a 
b. Consistent with the adopted compreh~nsive plan? o · 

NO YES 
6. Is the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or natural landscape? 

@ 
7. Is the site of the proposed action located in, or does it adjoin, a state listed Critical Environmental Area? NO YES 

IfYes, identify: IZJ 
NO YES 

8. a. Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels? [!J 
b. Are public transportation services available at or near the site of the proposed action? 

C. Are any pedestrian accommodations or bicycle routes available on or near the site of the proposed [El 
action? 

9. Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requirements? NO YES 

If the proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and technologies: 

ml 
- · 

I 0. Will the proposed action connect to an existing public/private water supply? NO YES 

If No, describe method for providing potable water: IJ}_e,ij_ 0 
11 . Will the proposed action connect to existing wastewater utilities? NO YES 

If No, describe method for providing wastewater treatment: 

IZl 
12. a. Does the project site contain, or is it substantially contiguous to, a building, archaeological site, or district NO YES 
which is listed on the National or State Register of Historic Places, or that has been determined by the [x1 Commissioner of the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to be eligible for listing on the 
State Register of Historic Places? -

b. Is the project site, or any portion of it, located in or adjacent to an area designated as sensitive for 
archaeological sites on the NY State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory? 

13. a. Does any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain NO YES 
wetlands or other waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local agency? 

b. Would the proposed action physically alter, or encroach into, any existing wetland or waterbody? 

I If Yes, identify the wetland or waterbody and extent of alterations in square feet or acres: . 

-. }.li:, 
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14
. Identify the typical habitat types that occur on, or are likely to be found on the project site. Check all that -. · · 

O Forest 1tlAgricultural/grasslands D Early mid-successional 

O Urban O Suburban 
15. Does the site of the proposed action contain any species of animal, or associated habitats, listed by the State or 

Federal government as threatened or endangered? 

16. Is the project site located in the 100-year flood plan? 

17. Will the proposed action create storm water discharge, either from point or non-point sources? 
If Yes, 

· a. Will storm water discharges flow to adjacent properties? 

b. Will storm water discharges be directed to established conveyance systems (runoff and storm drains)? 
If Yes, briefly describe: (.1 ~fl / , · _L ' '1: r _ 

_ ;21b:::t:j:f C OV'CIIV1..5 :..J.12 f4, l~:Y VJj C<.• l/ 1/~ 

de /' e 
18. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities tbat would result in the impoundmen! of water 

or other liquids ( e.g., retention pond, waste lagoon, dam)? 
lfYes, explain tbe purpose and size of the impoundment: _________________ _ 

19. Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the location of an active or closed solid V(<ISte 
management facility? 

If Yes, describe:-------,,-------------------'---------

20.Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the subject of remediation (ongoing or 
completed) for hazardous waste? 
IfYes, describe: ______________________________ _ 

NO YES 

lKl D 
NO YES 

NO YES 

LJ fXI 

tr.-t.r._ ·: 

t!i~!J: 
NO YES 

NO YES 

NO YES 

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF 
MY KNOWLEDGE 

7hf-!....f"';:'c...L..._-"="'-~"1.....ILL..l....d"""""'l___---- Date: JI -Jt/-Z.o2- / 

-hl..-/'lf-:~'..J'-,f--f-,b.AL=-""'-'J,.._-- _____ Title:. _ _..Q"",J'-',1"-'efi.==------
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Town of Canandaigua 
Planning Commission 

To Whom it May Concern, 

I, Patricia Terwilliger, understand that the owner of 5692 Bunnell Road is requesting a variance to build a 
garage addition that would require a side setback of a minimum of 20' from our adjoining property line. 
I do not object to this variance request. 

Patricia Terwilliger 
5696 Bunnell Rd 
Canandaigua, NY 14424 
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