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INTRODUCTION

Greg Westbrook contracted BME Associates (BME) to examine and delineate the wetlands that
occur on a +29.5 acre property north of County Route 46 and west of County Route 10 in the
Town of Canandaigua, Ontario County, New York (see Appendix A). The wetlands that exist on
the site are palustrine forested, scrub-shrub and emergent. The site is former agricultural field.
On behalf of Greg Westbrook, we are requesting an approved jurisdictional determination (JD)

for the subject site.

The presence and location of wetlands was determined using methods established in the 1987
Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual, 2012 North Central and Northeast Region
Supplement, and other current applicable guidelines. The results of the delineation study are

contained in this report.

AGENCY RESOURCE INFORMATION
Prior to initiating the ficld wetland delineation study, BME reviewed the following background

information;

e GIS Aerial Photo of the Site (Figure 1) — The majority of the site is upland scrub-shrub or
early successional forest bordered on the south by Route 46 and the east by Route 10.

e U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 minute topographic series was reviewed
(Canandiagua Quadrangle) to assist with drainage patterns and the presence of streams
and other water bodies and to provide reference to general site location (see Figure 2).
The USGS topographic map indicates one stream in the southern portion of the site. The

overall site generally drains east to west.

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) map, dated July 12,
2016, was reviewed to assess the location of mapped Federal wetlands (see Figure 3).

The NWI map does not indicate the presence of federal wetlands on the subject site.

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) Freshwater
Wetlands Map was also reviewed to determine the presence of any mapped NYSDEC




wetlands on the project site (see Figure 4). The wetland map indicates a stream in t
southern portion of the site and a check zone extending onto the site. It appears that on-
site wetlands are more than 165 feet from any existing state wetlands and would not be

subject to State jurisdiction.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Soil Survey was used to locate any
hydric soils, or soils with potential hydric inclusions. The soils map indicates the
presence of the following soils: Collamer silt loam with a hydric rating of 0, Lakemont
silty clay loam with a hydric rating of 95, Odessa silt loam with a hydric rating of 3, and

Lima loam with a hydric rating of 0 (see Figure 5).

The Federal Emergency Management Agency Flood Map was used to determine the
location of flood prone areas where wetlands may exist. The community panel number is
360598 0020 C and the effective date is April 17, 1078 with a map revision on March 3,
1997. The Flood Map shows a flood area along the tributary in the southern portion of
the site (see Figure 8).




METHODOLOGY

BME conducted the federal wetland delineation for the site according to methods described in
the 1987 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual, the 2012 North Central
and Northeast Region Supplement, and the 2014 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers New York State
Wetland Plant List. A survey of the site was conducted to determine the presence of waters of
the U.S. and potential wetland areas. Where potential wetlands were found, pairs of sample
points were established using a 2-inch soil auger and shovel to document soil and hydrological
conditions in both the upland and wetland communities. One sample point was located within

the wetland community while a second point was located within the upland community.

Site hydrology was evaluated by measuring the depth to free water and saturated soils for each
test pit, as well as noting additional wetland hydrology indicators. Soils were evaluated by
comparing soils taken from the test pits with Munsell Soil Color Charts (X-Rite Incorporated,

revised 2009), as well as evaluating additional hydric soil indicators.

At each data sampling location, a list of dominant plants was documented and the percent of
cover for each species was estimated. Generally, a 5-foot radius from the sampling point was
used to define herbaceous plants within the plant community and a 30-foot radius was used to
define trees and vines, and a 15-foot radius to define shrubs and saplings. The “dominance
measure methods” outlined in the 1987 Federal Delineation Manual (Federal Interagency
Committee for Wetland Delineation 1987) and the 2012 Northcentral and Northeast Region
Supplement were used to determine the presence of wetland vegetation while the 2014 U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers New York State Wetland Plant List was utilized for plant identification and

determination of wetland plant indicator status.

Data sampling locations and wetland boundaries were marked in the field by flags for
identification by GPS equipment. The field survey of wetland points was completed by BME
Associates. All delineated wetland boundaries, sample point locations and site photograph
locations are shown on Figure 6 in Appendix A. Representative site photographs are located in

Appendix B and data forms for routine wetland determination can be found in Appendix C.




SITE ECOLOGY

General plant communities on the site include abandoned agricultural field, shrubland, wooded

wetland and emergent wetland.

Abandoned Agricultural Field
This community is located throughout the eastern portion of the site. Dominant vegetation
included Canada Goldenrod (Solidago canadensis), Canada Thistle (Cirsium arvense) and

Mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris).

Shrubland
This community is located in the western portion of the site. The dominant plant species
included Green Ash (Fraxinus pennsylvania), Common Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica) and

Gray Dogwood (Cornus racemosa).

Wooded Wetland
The wooded wetland community is a small area located in the western portion of the site.
Dominant vegetation included Green Ash (Fraxinus pennsyvanica), Lurid Sedge (Carex lurida)

and Creeping Jenny (Lysimachia nummularia).




Water Resource Descriptions

Wetland specialists at BME Associates delineated the following features on the subject site:
Four (4) wetlands: “A” (+0.09 Ac.) and “B” (£0.14 Ac.), “C” (£0.22 Ac.) and “P” (£0.19);
One (1) tributary: “A” (1900 LF)

Table 1. Water Resource Summary

Name

Identification

Quantification

Width

Flow
Regime

Lat. and Long.

Wetland “A”

PEM

+0.09 acres

42.8893,
-77.2461

Wetland “B”

PEM

+0.14 acres

42.8883,
-77.2464

Wetland “C”

PFO/SS

+0.22 acres

42.8882,
-77.2507

Wetland “P”

PUBHx

+0.19 acres

42.8871,

-77.2465

42.8869,
. -77.2460
+1900 LF +10 FT Intermittent to
42.8877,
-77.2530

Tributary “1” -

Wetland “A” — +£0.09 acres (PEM): This emergent wetland is located in the northeastern

portion of the site along Route 10 and is dominated by Narrow-Leaf Cattail (Typha
angustifolia). Soil is Odessa silt loam with a hydric rating of 3 (potentially hydric). Hydrology
appears to originate from the farm field east of Route 10 which passes under the road via an
18” culvert. The wetland slopes toward the west but does not display a defined hydrological
outflow. It is also separated from other natural areas by maintained fields, suggesting that it

may be isolated.

Wetland “B” —+0.14 acres (PEM). Wetland B very similar to Wetland A and is located

just south of Wetland A along Route 10. This wetland also receives drainage from the
eastern farm field via an 18” culvert under Route 10. Soil is Odessa silt loam with a hydric

rating of 3 (potentially hydric). Wetland B also slopes toward the west but lacks a defined



hydrological outflow and is separated by other natural areas by maintained fields, suggesting

that it may also be isolated.

Wetland “C” —40.22 acres (PFO/SS): This forested and scrub-shrub wetland is an isolated

depression located near the eastern corner of the site. Dominant vegetation is Common
Green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica), Common Rush (Juncus effises) and Lurid Sedge
(Carex lurida). Soil is Collamer silt loam (non-hydric) with a hydric rating of 0. Hydrology
appears to originate from upland runoff and precipitation. Wetland C lacks a defined

hydrological outflow or connection to downstream waters.

Wetland “P” —40.19 acres (PUBHXx): This wetland is a pond with surrounding emergent

and scrub-shrub vegetation dominated by Cattail species (Typha spp.) and is located along
“Tributary ‘17 in the southeastern corner of the site. Soils are Odessa silt loam with a hydric
rating of 3 (potentially hydric) and Lakemont silty clay loam with a hydric rating of 95
(hydric). Hydrology appears separate from Tributary 1 with the exception of during times of
high ground water tables and otherwise originates from upland runoff and precipitation.

Proximity to Tributary 1 indicates that Wetland P may be jurisdictional.

Tributary “1”—+1900 LF (INT): This intermittent stream is located along the southern site

boundary and flows east to west eventually discharging to the Canandaigua Outlet. The
channel is approximately 10 feet wide and 1 to 2 feet deep. The stream was not flowing
during site visits displaying a lack of perennial flow. Hydrological indicators such as drift

lines suggest intermittent flow. This tributary is subject to a FEMA floodplain.




CONCLUSIONS

BME Associates delineated four (4) wetlands (“A”, “B”, “C” and “P”), and one (1) tributary
(“1”) on the subject site (Appendix A, Figure 6). BME also completed the wetland
determination data forms and took photographs in July of 2016. The wetland communities that
occur within the JD review area total +0.64 acres and tributaries total 1900 LF, and were
identified and field delineated based on the presence of all three parameters (hydrology, hydric
soils and hydrophytic vegetation) for federal jurisdictional wetlands. Considering available
mapping and field investigations, it appears that wetlands “A”, “B” and “C” lack any connection
to downstream waters anci may be isolated. Meanwhile, wetland “P” and the on-site tributary
“1” appear to have hydrological connections to downstream waters, but final jurisdictionaI
determination will be made by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. On behalf of Greg
Westbrook, BME Associates requests an approved JD for the water resources described in this

report.
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