
Here is a chance to highlight your conservaƟon pracƟces! Call us 
at (585)396‐1450 or email tucker.kautz@ontswcd.com for more 
informaƟon! 

Promote Your Soil Conservation 
Practices: Signage Available for 
Farmers using Cover Crops 
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MILL CREEK HABITAT RESTORATION AND 
BANK STABILIZATION PROJECT  
The Town of Richmond partnered with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Ontario 
County Soil and Water ConservaƟon District to implement a stream restoraƟon project 
along Mill Creek within Sandy BoƩom Park. This restoraƟon project will significantly 
reduce sediment inputs, improve aquaƟc funcƟons, and reduce the potenƟal threats to 
private residenƟal homes and public infrastructure. By using nature based design 
structures like toewood and stream rock structure, this project will stabilize eroding 
banks while providing improved fish habitat.  
 
The goals of this stream restoraƟon project were to enhance stream habitat, reduce 
concentraƟons of sediment, detain and slow runoff, and provide stable conveyance of 
flows through the stream channel. Prior to the construcƟon, the NYS Department of 
Environmental ConservaƟon, USFWS, and Ontario County SWCD spent a morning 
electroshocking this secƟon of Mill Creek to evaluate the current fish populaƟon. They 
will survey this area again in about a year to evaluate any populaƟon changes. Ontario 
County Highway Department will be performing final stabilizaƟon by hydroseeding 
disturbed areas. Be sure to check this out the next Ɵme you are at Sandy BoƩom Park. 
It is accessible from the East Lake Road parking lot.  
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BEFORE  AFTER 

AFTER TOEWOOD 
INSTALLATION  



Welcome Tyler! 
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Welcome Tyler Ohle to the Ontario County Soil 
& Water ConservaƟon District! He is the new 
Canandaigua Lake Watershed Inspector. George 
Barden will be staying on for training purposes 
unƟl his reƟrement in August. Tyler is from 
Livonia, New York. Tyler graduated from SUNY 
Brockport. His numerous hobbies include 
hunƟng, fishing, and home brewing.  
Tyler’s Contact InformaƟon:  
Tyler.Ohle@ontswcd.com 
(585)396‐9716 

Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC): This is the new dairy program to provide risk management 
coverage. Signup for Dairy Margin Coverage started on June 17, 2019 and ends on September 20, 
2019 
 
Crop ReporƟng and Prevented PlanƟng: 
Please contact the Ontario County FSA office at 585‐394‐0525 ext. 2 to set up an appointment to 
crop report. Most Spring Planted Crops must be reported by July 15, 2019. Reminder: if you have 
crop insurance please Ɵmely contact your crop insurance agent if you have been prevented from 
planƟng as a result of an eligible weather event, in addiƟon to Ɵmely contacƟng the FSA office. To 
avoid late file fees or program ineligibility, Ɵmely report your crops. 
 
County CommiƩee ElecƟons: 
This fall, the Northern area of Ontario County Local AdministraƟve Area (LAA) #2; Phelps, Victor‐
Farmington and Manchester will be coming up for elecƟon of a producer to serve that area of the 
Ontario County CommiƩee. NominaƟon Forms are available at the Ontario County FSA office.  
 
Loans/lending: The FSA has a variety of lending opportuniƟes please contact the Canandaigua 
Farm Loan team for specifics at 585‐394‐0525 ext. 2.  
 
APPOINTMENTS:  We encourage you to contact the Ontario FSA office at 585‐394‐0525 ext. 2 
prior to your visit, so we can be prepared and make your visit more efficient.  

News from the Ontario County Farm Service 
Agency (FSA)  
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New & Improved Website: 
Go to www.ontswcd.com 

The Ontario County SWCD has a new and improved website! The website is full 
of resources, from Forestry BMPs to Stormwater Management ideas. One of the 
new features of the website allows you to put in the property address needing a 
sepƟc system inspecƟon, and it will tell you which watershed the property is in 
and which inspector you will need to call. It allows you to sign up for our 
newsleƩer, access a sneak peek of our Facebook page, and allows you to add our 
upcoming events to your personal calendar on your phone or computer! 
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Rain Barrels 
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The Ontario County SWCD has been busy with Rain 
Barrel Workshops this spring. Installing a rain barrel 
is an easy way to protect our environment and save 
money! A rain barrel collects and stores rainwater 
from your roof that would otherwise be lost to 
runoff and diverted to storm drains or streams. 
Installing a rain barrel will minimize the runoff of 
pollutants into our waterways, conserve treated 
drinking water, and reduce demand on the 
wastewater treatment system. The water from your 
barrel can be used for watering gardens and lawns, 
topping off swimming pools, washing cars, cleaning 
sidewalks, cleaning outdoor furniture, and the list 
goes on! Interested in purchasing a rain barrel? Or 
possibly aƩending an upcoming workshop where 
you build your own? Call (585)396‐1450 or email 
alaina.robarge@ontswcd.com. 
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Ontario-Wayne Stormwater Coalition 
Over the winter months, Alaina Robarge, of 
Ontario County SWCD, has parƟcipated on 
the commiƩee working with Causewave 
Community Partners. Together this group 
worked to focus on the goals and mission 
of the coaliƟon and fine tune their 
outreach and educaƟon plan. It has been a 
huge success! 

 

The OWSC is also working on coordinaƟng future events with different groups to 
mark storm drains in neighborhoods throughout Ontario County 
and Wayne County. Markers next to storm drains help raise 
awareness about the link between the storm drain system and 
water quality. PesƟcides, garden chemicals, soap from car washing, 
pet waste, and oil from automobiles all get washed off lawns, 
driveways, and streets and into our storm drains and eventually 
into our waterways. If you know a group that would be interested 
in helping mark storm drains, such as a local scout troop or club, 
email alaina.robarge@ontswcd.com or call (585)396‐1450.   
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2019 Western Finger Lakes 
Regional Envirothon 

O N T A R I O  C O U N T Y  S O I L  &  W A T E R  C O N S E R V A T I O N  D I S T R I C T  N E W S L E T T E R  

It was an excellent Envirothon this year! We had 10 teams from Ontario, Seneca and Yates 
CounƟes come to compete at Finger Lakes Community College on April 25th, 2019. The teams 
completed 5 exams: Forestry, AquaƟc Ecology, Soil and Land Use, Wildlife, and the 2019 
Current Issue: Agriculture and the Environment. They also had to complete an oral 
presentaƟon on sustainable agriculture. CongratulaƟons to Marcus Whitman for being the 
overall winner of the 2019 Western Finger Lakes Regional Envirothon! 
 

While the students were at FLCC, they received a tour of the conservaƟon department and 
had a Woodmen’s Team demonstraƟon! Each student went home with a t‐shirt and a tree 
seedling to plant. The Ontario, Yates, and Seneca County Soil & Water ConservaƟon Districts 
all worked very hard to put this event together. Thank you to all of the volunteers that made 
this day such a success. Romulus, Penn Yan, and Marcus Whitman moved on to the New York 
State Envirothon on May 22nd and 23rd at Hobart William Smith Colleges to represent their 
county.  



Upcoming Events where you will find Soil & Water:  
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June 24: Rain Barrel Workshop in Walworth 
July 23: Rain Barrel Workshop in Victor 
July 23-27: Ontario County Fair 
August 6-8: Empire Farm Days Booth 
August 21-September 2: New York State Fair  
September 11-12: Conservation Field Days 
September 20-21: Fun on the Farm 
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2019 Tree Sale 
This year’s tree sale was a success! 
Ontario County SWCD’s ConservaƟon 
Technician Tad Gerace worked very 
hard to prepare tree and shrub sale 
orders for pick‐up on April 26th and 
27th. If you are interested in next 
year’s tree sale, let us know and we 
can add you to our mailing list.  

Some pictures of 
successful tree 
planƟngs from 

happy customers! 
L:Eastern Redbud; 
R: Tulip Poplar 



Backyard Conservation Conversation 
By Tad Gerace 
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Missing the charm of goldfinches that frequent your 
thistle or sunflower heart feeder? 
During the cold Winter and wet Spring if you offered those 
bird seeds you likely had record numbers of American 
goldfinches, pine siskins, the occasional common redpoll, a 
few house finches and a pair of purple finches. Suddenly, 
they all but disappeared. The massive, all consuming flocks 
dwindled to a pair or less overnight.   
Never fear, this is completely normal. The migrants that 
fueled up thanks to your generous food supply headed 
North to breed. The locals, including goldfinches, have 
spread out in our area to search for breeding grounds.  If 
your parƟcular feeding staƟon is not located in a breeding 
area, you may only be leŌ with a single pair of goldfinch 
for the next month or so. Goldfinches usually nest late 
since the blooming thistle plant provides their food at that 
Ɵme. However, finding the perfect breeding area is 
imperaƟve.  
The return of the naƟve common grackle adds an addiƟonal wrinkle as they are much 
larger than finches and more aggressive. The grackle is an early nester migrant that 

takes advantage of feeding staƟons oŌen, which scaƩers the 
finches that aƩempted to remain. The non‐naƟve European 
starling is another ‘feeder hog’ and outcompetes the naƟve 
species in a frustraƟng and uncouth manor.   
Now is a great Ɵme to take down, empty and clean with a 
mild bleach soluƟon all of your bird feeders. Be sure to put 
them back out and keep them full of clean seed since 
migraƟng species may stop over for some protein and the 
locals will return soon. For now, think of it as a savings in your 
pocketbook but be prepared for both the parents and the 
newly fledged young to visit again. 
Meanwhile, be on the lookout for ‘new’ feeder clients this 
summer such as the elusive rose‐breasted grosbeak pair, the 
iridescent indigo bunƟng, the Ɵny chipping sparrow and the 
legendary northern cardinal pair (soon with loud babies).    
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American Goldfinch 

Pine Siskin 
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N.YS. D.E.C. Endorsed 4 
Hour Erosion and 

Sediment Control Training 
 

Thursday, August 29th 2019, 
8am to 12pm  

 

Location:  Farmington Town Hall  
      (parking in the rear of the building) 
      1000 County Road 8 
      Farmington, NY 14425 

Cost: $100 per person, non‐refundable   

Pre‐payment required; checks must be received by August 23rd, 2019. Please 
make checks payable to Ontario County Soil and Water ConservaƟon District. 
We do not accept credit cards.  
 

RegistraƟon begins at 7:45am; Photo ID Required to Register. PresentaƟon will 
begin at 8:00am. Anyone arriving aŌer 8:15am will not be allowed to aƩend. 
 

Pre-registration Information: 
Contact Ontario County Soil & Water ConservaƟon District at (585)396‐1450 to 
register.  

Presented By:  
Ontario County Soil & Water 
ConservaƟon District 
Megan Webster, CPESC 
KaƟe Cappiello, NYS E&SCC 



2019 Fall Fish Sale 
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Interested in stocking your pond this year? The 2019 Fall 
Fish Sale is coming up!  

The deadline to submit your order form will be September 20th, 2019. 
The form will be available on our website soon, so stay tuned!  

You will need to fill out a NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation “Application for Farm Fish Pond License” in order to stock 
any farm pond and mail it to your local DEC office. For the application, 
go to: www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/farmfishap.pdf  

In order to stock Triploid Grass Carp in your pond, you will need a permit 
from the DEC. This process could take up to 3 to 4 weeks, so it is best to 
start now! Go to: www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/
grasscarpstockap.pdf  

Call us at (585)396‐1450 or email info@ontswcd.com for more info! 

O N T A R I O  C O U N T Y  S O I L  &  W A T E R  C O N S E R V A T I O N  D I S T R I C T  N E W S L E T T E R  
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Get	in	Touch!	
(866)547‐3954	

customerinfo@meadowviewtreefarm.com	
Ofϐice:	9678	Lawrence	Hill	Road	

Springwater,	NY	14560	

Farm/Warehouse:	7727	State	Route	21	
Naples,	NY	14512	

Thank You To Our Newsletter Sponsors For Their 

Support! 
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Ontario County SWCD Staff: 
District Manager: Megan Webster 

Treasurer/Secretary: Diana Thorn 

Senior ConservaƟon District Technician: Tucker Kautz 

Water Resources Technician: KaƟe Cappiello 

ConservaƟon District Technician: Tad Gerace 

ConservaƟon District Educator: Alaina Robarge 

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Inspectors: George Barden & Tyler Ohle 

Canandaigua Lake Watershed AdministraƟve Assistant: Jamie Noga 

Ontario County SWCD Board of 
Directors: 

Samuel Casella, Chairman, Practical Farmer 

Kenneth Livermore, Vice-Chairman, Grange 

Rich Russell, County Supervisor  

Mark Venuti, County Supervisor  

Jim Peck, Farm Bureau Representative  

Edward Jackson, At Large 

Amanda Button, Practical Farmer 
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Thank You To Our Newsletter Sponsors 

For Their Support! 

O N T A R I O  C O U N T Y  S O I L  &  W A T E R  C O N S E R V A T I O N  D I S T R I C T  N E W S L E T T E R  

We provide septic tank 
cleaning, real estate 
inspections (if not 

required to be done by 
Ontario County SWCD), 

install risers, repair 
baffles, as well as leach 

field restoration and 
trouble shooting 

problems.  
Call us today for an 

appointment.   
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