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Protect Our Lake: Invasive Species Workshop August 9th
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Join the Town Environmental Conser-
vation Board on Thursday, August 

9th at Onanda Park (4965 County Road 
16), from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for an 
Aquatic Invasive Species Workshop,

The workshop will be presented 
by Bruce Gilman, Ph.D., Professor of 
Environmental Conservation at Finger 
Lakes Community College and Director 
of the Muller Field Station. His teach-
ing expertise includes aquatic ecol-
ogy, field botany, glacial geology and 
environmental chemistry.

This hands-on presentation with 
samples of local invasive species found 
in Canandaigua Lake will offer a free 
family-friendly opportunity to learn about 
non-native species and what we can do 
about their infestation.

The introduction of non-native spe-
cies is likely to cause economic harm, 
environmental harm or harm to human 
health. An invasive species is able to 
maintain its life cycle within the local 
area. Although many non-native species 
are desirable (most agricultural crops 
and animals are non-native), unwanted 
invasive species cost time, effort and 
money to keep them at bay.

So, what do Eurasian water milfoil, 
Didymo, Water chestnut, Purple loose-
strife, Hydrilla, and Starry stonewort 
have in common? They are all species 
from other parts of the world that have 
been accidentally introduced and which 
have flourished in our lake. 

Some of these species were intro-
duced into New York via ballast water 
discharge as ships from ports around 
the world travel up the St. Lawrence 
Seaway and into the Great Lakes.

And, as anglers and boaters move 
from water to water, these invasive 
species can be unknowingly spread. 
This can occur by failing to properly dry 
or disinfect boating and fishing equip-
ment. Anglers and boaters are asked 
to be aware of the part they play in the 
spread of invasive species and take 

action to help stem their spread. A boat 
steward from the Canandaigua Lake 
Watershed Association will demon-
strate proper boat cleaning during the 
presentation. 

For all you aquarium aficionados, 
did you know that many exotic aquatic 
plants have been introduced through 
the home aquarium trade? Invasive 
plants such as Brazilian elodea, 
fanwort, and hydrilla are often sold 
as oxygenators for aquariums. These 

plants can become established in the 
wild and cause dense infestation that 
compromise water quality or recreation 
and human consumption if they aren’t 
disposed of property.

Be on the alert for these intruders! 
And help us keep an educated eye on 
Canandaigua Lake. 

Source: Materials from the New York State 
Department      of Environmental Conservation.
For more information, visit www.dec.ny.gov.

Recycling Facts

For every ton of paper recycled, 
we save 463 gallons of oil, 7,000 

gallons of water, 3 cubic yards of 
landfill space, 4,100 kilowatt hours of 
energy and 17 trees. We also produce 
60 pounds less of air pollution and we 
reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 
850 pounds per year.

For every ton of glass recycled, we 
save 9 gallons of fuel oil, 1 million BTU’s 
of energy, 1,330 pounds of sand, 433 
pounds of soda ash, 433 pounds of 
limestone, 151 pounds of feldspar, and 
25 percent of the energy necessary to 
make glass with virgin materials. For 
every glass bottle recycled, we save 
enough energy to light a 100-watt light 
bulb for four hours.




