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Blue Green Algae Blooms: What, Why, and How to Help

As we begin to immerse ourselves in

the beautiful fall season here in the
Finger Lakesnd transition from
swimming to leaf peepind, (i Q a
important not to forgetthat we are still
experiencingharmful algae blooms on
our beloved Canandaigua Lakévin
Olvany Canandaigua LakWatershed
Council (CLWC) Managesayswe can
probably expect this to continue into
October.

What is a harmful algae bloom?
Canandaigua Lake, as well as other
surrounding water bodies, have
naturally occurring cyanobacteria,
otherwise known as blue green algae.

Under normal circumstances, #hi
algae lives and reproduces in the
water to no affect. However, when
conditions are right hot, sunny,
calm waters plus the addition of
phosphorus and nitroganthe
algae can grow rapidly into a
bloom. Sometimes these blooms
release dangerous and harmful
toxins into the water. Swimmers
(both human and animals alike) car
be harmed by swimming in areas
where the bloomsre present
SOSy AF G(GKS (G2EA
Symptoms of exposuri@clude skin
rashesyomiting and diarrheajver

Blooms
Lawn fertilizers
help with green
Manure and grass, but also Improperly
fertilizers are feed algae. functioning
sources of septic systems

are sources of
nutrients.

nutrients from
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'PHOSPHORUS }

NITROGEN
(ALGAE FOOD)

Visit https://canandaigualake.org and
http://www.canandaigualakeassoc.org/
to learn how to reduce nutrient pollution.

Algae Bloom at West Lake Schoolhouse Park Beach seen just after Labor Day week
Photo courtesy of Saralinda Hooker
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Excerpt from the Canandaigua Lake Watershed
Association BrochuretHarmful Algae Blooms
damage and negative neurogical
effectst the latter two associated with
exposure to the toxins only

Why is his happening?
The causes are multifaceted. Quagga
and zebramuscleB A £ 1 SNJ G KS
algae but not the blue green algae
Additionally, lot weatherandan
increased amount of nutrients (food for
the algae) present in the lake water
make these blooms more common.
Source®f the phosphorus and

nitrogen nutrients include lawn
fertilizers and those used in agriculture
operations. These fertilizers can be
washed off of fields and lawns when it
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Town and City should do to support

2YliAydzsSR FNRBY LJNszxlg dza, » LJ- 3
and enhance the economic vitality of

Mote lnformati
rains and they drain intthe or iviore Information on

tributaries Harmful Algae Blooms the greater Canandaigua community.
that feed into the lake. Another NYS Department of Environmental ]
Conservation Strong alignment between Town and

source is leaky septic systems. , _ _
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/77118.ntml | City residents emerged relating to the

How can wehelp? NYS Department of Health establishment of a joint entity to focus
We will likely see these occurrences https://www.health.ny.gov/harmfulalgae/ on economic developmentith six key

continue, and possibly even increasel, Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council strategic actions including: protection
in years to come unless changes are https://canandaigualake.org of Canandaigua Lake; a greater focus

madeimmediately. Landowners (be Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association on downtown as a destination; job

they farmer, business owner, or http://www.canandaigualakeassoc.org/ creation, retention, and expansion;
homeowner) should learn how Sign up to receive CLWA E-Notifications by connect downtown to the lake;
emailing info@canandaigualakeassoc.org promote and protect agriculture

rainwater leaves their properties so
that they can take measures to

operations; and optimize lakefromrind

prevent runoff into stormwater drains, Committee has beeitentifying lake access.

ditches, and creeks. Homeowners can individual drainage issuesound the The City Council and the Town Board
stop fertilizing their lawns or at lsa Town have charged Town Manager Doug
take care not to do it when rain is in Finch, City Manager John Goodwin, and
the forecast and make sure that their  If the entire community makes a CHEEber ECardb e Rk e

septic systems are operating properly. conscious effort to reduce the nutrients pyyoraczyk with recommending to the
Farmers can analyze their runoff and ~ entering the lake, we may be able to  coyncil/Board a model for the creation
partner with federal and state agencies make a measurable impact on these 4 e joint entity. More infomation,

like the Natural Resource Conservationharmful algae blooms. including the full report, is available on
Service and the Onter County Soil and GKS ¢26yQa 6S5S0aArids:
Water Conservation Distri¢d | to contact Town Manager Doug Finch
implementfarmingpractices that can with your questions or comments.

help reduce their impaciThe Town has
also worked with farmers in the past to
help control runoff Business

owners can reconsider fertilizing their
lawns and make surtey are properly
managing their stormwater runoff.

Joint Economic
Development Town SipervisorGreg

The Town and City of WeStbrOOkReS@B

From everyone here at Town Hall, we
wish Greg Westbrook well in his next
adventure and thank him for his service
to the Town For more on the
Supervisor position, click here.
Elections to fill the remainder dfis

term will be held in November.

Canandaigua recently
came together to work
with the Canandaigua Chamber of
The Town is taking action todMorking Commerce on a concept mapping
closely with the CLWC, together we  analysis. The steering committee,
have undertaken multiple water quality made up of volunteers from the
improvement projects along Sucker  greater community, sampled business
Brook.The Drainage Advisory owners and residents to askhat the
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Halloween @ Onanda Park

Ghosts and Goblins, Witches and Wizards, Dragons and
5Ay2a
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cabin to another, kids are entertained with a variety of
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full body harnesses so participants can never be
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pick a favorite pumpkin from the pumpkin patch, listen to  from 2-5 p.m. at Onanda Park, 4965 County Road 16.

Halloween

stories, dress up
as a firefighter,
climb inside a fire |
truck, run after
gigantt magic
bubbles, play
games, and all
the while goody
bags get filled
with lots of
treats. The end
result is Big

home!

This ar, a
special added
attraction will be
Bristol :
a2dzy Gl Ay
Mobile Aerial
Adventure Park
an exciting and

energizing
climbing

I ROSY (i dzNB F2NJ | haR 8usiquéan&k S a 20
exciting elements. Participants are 6 feet above the ground
and the climbingourse is ideal for children ages 4 to |
participants are connected to a continuous safety system in

Photo courtesy of Julie Bertram
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Town Board member, Kevin Reynolds, delights children with his Magic Bubbles.

The Town of
Canandaigua
welcomes you to
attend thisFREE,
FUN,Family
Friendlyevent
which is open to
the public. Wear
your costumes
and bring your
children for a fun
time of
trick/treating,
activities and
crafts at the
decorated
lakeside cabins,
sponsored by
community
organizations.
Light
refreshments are
compliments of

Wegmans.

TS 1
Seel}lyelat the en(wcﬂ’ more information omplease contact
Dennis Brewer, Director of Parks and Trails at 585.394.1120.
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Natural Resource Protection News
From the Town of Canandaigua Environmental Conservation Board

Frequent reminders of why we should recycle aever a bad idea. The New York Department of Environmental
Conservation has gathered a massiséfulinformation regarding recyclmon their website. Below is an excerpt from one
such DEC document with amapling of interesting facts about items commondgycled at the Town Transfer Station and a
few great reasons to keep up the good wollkso see the article following these facts from the Town Waste and Recycling
Department regarding the food and organics recycling program here at the Town.

Link to NYS DEC Recycling Information Reprinted from NYSDEC
‘Let's Recycle New York' brochure.

FACT

It takes more energy to make a new

product like a can or bottle from virgin
materials than it does to make a product
by recycling. Recycling saves energy,

natural resources, money, time and
' landfill space.
",mﬂ It makes less pollution, such as

greenhouse gases, and creates jobs too!

RECYCLING Paper...

Environmental Savings

For every ton of paper recycled, we...

* Save 463 gallons of oil

* Save 7,000 gallons of water

* Make 60 pounds less of air pollution

* Save 3 cubic yards of landfill space

* Save 4,100 kilowatt hours of energy

* Save 17 trees

* Reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 850
pounds per year

Art by Christina Cianflone (Grade 10-12)

Recycling Plastic...

Environmental Savings

For every ton of plastic recycled, we...

* Save 76 million Btu’s of energy.
It takes 1,050 milk jugs to make one
6-foot plastic-lumber park bench.
It takes 5 soda bottles to make the fiberfill
for one ski jacket.

LITTER Fact:
Plastic bottles can take more than 1,000 LITTER Fact:

years to decompose. It takes paper up to one year to decompose.
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