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Blue Green Algae Blooms: What, Why, and How to Help

As we begin to immerse ourselves in 

the beautiful fall season here in the 

Finger Lakes, and transition from 

swimming to leaf peeping, ƛǘΩǎ 

important not to forget that we are still 

experiencing harmful algae blooms on 

our beloved Canandaigua Lake. Kevin 

OlvanyτCanandaigua Lake Watershed 

Council (CLWC) Managerτsays we can 

probably expect this to continue into 

October.  

What is a harmful algae bloom? 

Canandaigua Lake, as well as other 

surrounding water bodies, have 

naturally occurring cyanobacteria, 

otherwise known as blue green algae. 

Under normal circumstances, this 

algae lives and reproduces in the 

water to no affect. However, when 

conditions are rightτhot, sunny, 

calm waters plus the addition of 

phosphorus and nitrogenτthe 

algae can grow rapidly into a 

bloom. Sometimes these blooms 

release dangerous and harmful 

toxins into the water. Swimmers 

(both human and animals alike) can 

be harmed by swimming in areas 

where the blooms are present, 

ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻȄƛƴǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ. 

Symptoms of exposure include skin 

rashes, vomiting and diarrhea, liver 

damage, and negative neurological 

effectsτthe latter two associated with 

exposure to the toxins only.  

 

Why is this happening? 

The causes are multifaceted. Quagga 

and zebra muscles ŦƛƭǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άƎƻƻŘέ 

algae but not the blue green algae. 

Additionally, hot weather and an 

increased amount of nutrients (food for 

the algae) present in the lake water 

make these blooms more common. 

Sources of the phosphorus and 

nitrogen nutrients include lawn 

fertilizers and those used in agriculture 

operations. These fertilizers can be 

washed off of fields and lawns when it 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜΧ 

 

 

Excerpt from the Canandaigua Lake Watershed 
Association Brochure: Harmful Algae Blooms 

Algae Bloom at West Lake Schoolhouse Park Beach seen just after Labor Day weekend.  
Photo courtesy of Saralinda Hooker 
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cƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇŀƎŜΧ 

rains and they drain into the 

tributaries  

that feed into the lake. Another 

source is leaky septic systems. 

 

How can we help? 

We will likely see these occurrences 

continue, and possibly even increase, 

in years to come unless changes are 

made immediately.  Landowners (be 

they farmer, business owner, or 

homeowner) should learn how 

rainwater leaves their properties so 

that they can take measures to 

prevent runoff into stormwater drains, 

ditches, and creeks. Homeowners can 

stop fertilizing their lawns or at least 

take care not to do it when rain is in 

the forecast and make sure that their 

septic systems are operating properly. 

Farmers can analyze their runoff and 

partner with federal and state agencies 

like the Natural Resource Conservation 

Service and the Ontario County Soil and 

Water Conservation District to 

implement farming practices that can 

help reduce their impact. The Town has 

also worked with farmers in the past to 

help control runoff. Business  

owners can reconsider fertilizing their 

lawns and make sure they are properly 

managing their stormwater runoff. 

 

The Town is taking action too. Working 

closely with the CLWC, together we 

have undertaken multiple water quality 

improvement projects along Sucker 

Brook. The Drainage Advisory 

Committee has been identifying 

individual drainage issues around the 

Town.  

 

If the entire community makes a 

conscious effort to reduce the nutrients 

entering the lake, we may be able to 

make a measurable impact on these 

harmful algae blooms.  

 

 

Joint Economic 

Development 

The Town and City of 

Canandaigua recently 

came together to work 

with the Canandaigua Chamber of 

Commerce on a concept mapping 

analysis.  The steering committee, 

made up of volunteers from the 

greater community, sampled business 

owners and residents to ask what the 

Town and City should do to support 

and enhance the economic vitality of 

the greater Canandaigua community.   

Strong alignment between Town and 

City residents emerged relating to the 

establishment of a joint entity to focus 

on economic development with six key 

strategic actions including: protection 

of Canandaigua Lake; a greater focus 

on downtown as a destination; job 

creation, retention, and expansion; 

connect downtown to the lake; 

promote and protect agriculture 

operations; and optimize lakefront and 

lake access.   

The City Council and the Town Board 

have charged Town Manager Doug 

Finch, City Manager John Goodwin, and 

Chamber Board member Karen 

Dworaczyk with recommending to the 

Council/Board a model for the creation 

of the joint entity.  More information, 

including the full report, is available on 

ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ƻǊ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ 

to contact Town Manager Doug Finch 

with your questions or comments.   

 

Town Supervisor Greg 

Westbrook Resigns 
From everyone here at Town Hall, we 

wish Greg Westbrook well in his next 

adventure and thank him for his service 

to the Town. For more on the 

Supervisor position, click here. 

Elections to fill the remainder of his 

term will be held in November.  

FROM THE DESK OF THE TOWN MANAGER 
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Halloween @ Onanda  Park  

Ghosts and Goblins, Witches and Wizards, Dragons and 

5ƛƴƻǎŀǳǊǎΣ tǊƛƴŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ YƴƛƎƘǘǎΧǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ ƪƛŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜǎ ƛǎ ŀǎ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ 

cabin to another, kids are entertained with a variety of 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΧŎǳǘΣ ŦƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƎƭǳŜ ŀ ōŀǘ ƻǊ ŀ ǿƛǘŎƘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƻƳŜΧ 

pick a favorite pumpkin from the pumpkin patch, listen to 

Halloween 

stories, dress up 

as a firefighter, 

climb inside a fire 

truck, run after 

gigantic magic 

bubbles, play 

games, and all 

the while goody 

bags get filled 

with lots of 

treats. The end 

result is Big 

Smiles all the way 

home! 

This year, a 

special added 

attraction will be 

Bristol 

aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩǎ 

Mobile Aerial 

Adventure Park, 

an exciting and 

energizing 

climbing 

ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ aƻōƛƭŜ tŀǊƪ has 8 unique and 

exciting elements. Participants are 6 feet above the ground 

and the climbing course is ideal for children ages 4 to 12.  All 

participants are connected to a continuous safety system in 

full body harnesses so participants can never be 

ǳƴŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘΦέ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ŀ ǿŀƛǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

The Town of /ŀƴŀƴŘŀƛƎǳŀΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ @ 

Onanda Park will be held on Saturday, October 27, 2018 

from 2-5 p.m. at Onanda Park, 4965 County Road 16. 

The Town of 

Canandaigua 

welcomes you to 

attend this FREE, 

FUN, Family-

Friendly event 

which is open to 

the public. Wear 

your costumes 

and bring your 

children for a fun 

time of 

trick/treating, 

activities and 

crafts at the 

decorated 

lakeside cabins, 

sponsored by 

community 

organizations. 

Light 

refreshments are 

compliments of 

Wegmans. 

 

See flyer at the end for more information or please contact 

Dennis Brewer, Director of Parks and Trails at 585.394.1120.

Town Board member, Kevin Reynolds, delights children with his Magic Bubbles.  
Photo courtesy of Julie Bertram 
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Natural Resource Protection News 
From the Town of Canandaigua Environmental Conservation Board 

Frequent reminders of why we should recycle are never a bad idea. The New York Department of Environmental 

Conservation has gathered a mass of useful information regarding recycling on their website. Below is an excerpt from one 

such DEC document with a sampling of interesting facts about items commonly recycled at the Town Transfer Station and a 

few great reasons to keep up the good work. Also see the article following these facts from the Town Waste and Recycling 

Department regarding the food and organics recycling program here at the Town. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜΧ 
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ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇŀƎŜΧ 
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